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supJecT: 1ramian Legation Ngie~%o Pr.me Minister Majeli Setting Forth iranian
Govermient's Posi€fon on Shat-al-Arab Frontier Dispnte with Irag.

Enclosed is a copy of a note dabted Desenber 1L, 1959 from Rokneddine
Achtiany, the Iresnian Minister in Amman, to Prime Minister Majall which sets
forth the position of the Irmian Government in its dispate with Irag over
the Shat-al=Arab River frontier, The copy of the note was sent to the
Anerican Mmbassador by Mrs Achtiany.

The text of t.hs note presents certain declarations made by the Iraniam
Foreipn Minister in answer to statements on this swb jeet made by Iragi Prim
Minister Qassim, who, the note alleges, "tried to misrepresent the facts."

The Iraman Government?s position has undoubtedly been reported to the ~
Depariment by %as sy Tehran, but it is of interest that the Iranian Govermment
has infamed the Jordanian Government of its side of the argument, an indica-
tion of the seriousness with which Iran regards this question.

For the Aabassador:

faly ™

4 ' Secomxi Seeretary of Embassy
Enclosures
Note to Prime Minister Majali.,

cez Tehran, Baghdad, London.
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l Note to Prime Minister Majali December 1k, 1959 . -
"Execllency, v from the Iranisan Legation ‘

“Three days age, the Foreign Minister of Iran has made certain declara-

tions coneernming the Border linss of Iran and Iraq which may be of interest
" to Your Excellency., I therefore, mention hereunder the gist of scme of these

declerations® relevant pointsi- ' .

"The Prime Minister of Iraq had, in comnection with the Irano-Iradi

rorders, tried to misrepresent the facts, because the Iranian Government had
never relinguished its rights in The Shatesl-Arab River; during the last
three centuries, thuee treaties had been ¢oncluded between Iran snd thé
Ottoman Goverrment consamning border disputes, and in &1l these treatiés the
joint jurisdiction of Iran over Shateal-Arsb River were recognized. A,
adlthough the ‘ranian Government had, after the First World War, establ¥#shed
good neiphbourly relationship with Irag, nevertheless it had, in conformity
uith the gemeral principles of international laws, alwsys malntained the mide-
water line of SintedleArab Mver to be the fromtiers -

"The Iranian Government, however, wishing to remove the disputes, and
to pave the way far the strengihe of the ties of friendship between the
two natd ons, had agreed to sign the Ireaty of 1937 which was not safeguarding

the lepiiimate rights of Iran and was more in favour of Iraq,

"In this Treaty glso the equal rights of Iran regarding the full right
of mdeing use of the Shatezl=Arab River by Iran as well as its administration
vere cleorly stipulatede :

“The continwed practice of the Iragi Goverrment; which, the declarations
of the Iragi Premier are a regrettable example of it, would force us to
reconsider our policy and take those steps which w uld be considered nacegsary
for safeguarding our rights,

"The Iragi Prime Minister had, in his deelarations, mentioned the principles
of intemational law, which is pleesing, because on the strength of these very
principles the border 1line between two couniries is either the mid-water line
or the Thalwveg line, but in no where in the world the richt of unilateral
administration and use of such rivers was ever exercisede Co

, x T
. tnIntthis p{e_,g;d ighere hghe Unitgd Nations® Orgamizalion fortunately. exists,
is it not regre that the head of a frien and relehbeuring G s
should, qmit%rcontr to the Erinc:i les of. %X lghbouring  Govermment

\ .international law, deliver certain
reegs  We axplicitly declare $hat the Imperdial
speatedly reminded the Iragi Government, =~~~

teal-Ardb River, and is determinéd to exercise

tently. press for her past claims and will'
thesdyraian nation 0 be violated or lost.

1N

utterances and refer to a
Government of Iran will. 3
maintain 211 its rights;
. these rights moreover, i
not give way for any of

Setiife dny other border Line but theé
5, gonforning with the international

‘"The Iranian GaVeifrﬁne_
'Thalweg' line in the Shats
laws and pninciplesg o
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